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Message From Father Mocio

My Dear People of St. Patrick,

I want to take this opportunity to invite you to join 
with me in celebrating the occasion of our church’s 
Sesquicentennial.

We come recognizing that our faith community 
continues a rich heritage in north Texas.  Along with 
the good people of Denison may our faith remain 
strong and our vision great.

With God’s Blessings,
Rev. Stephen J. Mocio



          Priests Pictures from left to right:

1872 Martinere 1958 Zachry
1882 Guyot 1963 Vogel, Carl
1883 Buffard 1968 Brennan
1889 Blum 1977 Hughes
1890 Crowley 1978 Slovacek
1907 McGinn 1995 Monaghan
1912 Deeney 2000 Vogel, Dcn Gary
1948 Erbrick 2002 Dick
1952 Felderhoff 2009 Mocio



Our Priests

Reverend Joseph Matinere - 1872
Reverend Claude Marie Thion - 1873
Reverend Vitalus Quinoa - 1874
Reverend A.M. Truchard - 1875
Reverend Francis Deere - 1875
Reverend Jean Marie Guyot - 1882
Reverend Theodore A Buffard - 1883
Reverend A. Damen - 1885
Reverend D.A. Logue - 1886
Reverend Charles Joseph Blum - 1889
Reverend Timothy K Crowley - 1890
Reverend Robert J Hutcheson - 1906
Reverend Frank P McGinn - 1907
Reverend Isiclor Trench - 1910

Reverend Patrick M Donohoe - 1911
Reverend Bernard J Deeney -1912
Reverend Thomas S. Zachary - 1942
Reverend Joseph Erbrick - 1948
Reverend Henry Felderhoff - 1952
Reverend Thomas S. Zachary - 1956
Reverend J. Carl Vogel - 1963
Reverend James A Boyle - 1966
Reverend John A Brennan - 1968
Reverend Gerald A Hughes - 1977
Reverend Emil C. Slovak - 1978
Reverend George P Monaghan - 1995
Deacon Gary Vogel - 2000
Reverend John Dick - 2002
Reverend Stephen Mocio - 2009

Even though we started small 150 years ago, God has been faithful and has 
blessed us abundantly. As we celebrate this anniversary, we want to thank all of 
you for your commitment and loyalty. Thanks for building the church.  Thanks 
for heeding the call and being a wonderful shepherds of our Catholic Faith. 
Congratulations on the great work you have all done for this great church.



150 Years of History
The first group of Catholics in Denison got together in the summer of 
1872 when the town was being laid out and lots were allocated for various 
uses.  Land was being offered for free to any church congregation that 
applied.  Once a month or so, a circuit riding priest from the St. Paul 
mission in Wylie would arrive, and Mass would be held in the home of 
Jerry Nolan, across the street from where the new church building would 
soon be built.  
In late 1872, the group petitioned the Diocese in Galveston to formally 
establish the St. Patrick parish.   Rev. Joseph Martiniere was assigned to 
be the parish’s first priest and he held his Mass in Denison on May 4, 
1873. One month later, construction began on the first church building – 
a simple wood frame structure at the northwest corner of Rusk and 
Sears.  The new church was completed by late December, in time for 
Christmas Mass.   
The years following the Civil War in the United States were marked by a 
mass migration of people to the west.  The arrival of the railroad to 
Denison opened new access to the rich frontiers of Texas and brought 
people of various nationalities – Irish, Italian, German – many of them 
grounded in the Catholic faith and traditions.  The parish grew steadily, 
opening schools for the children, adding on to the church, establishing a 
parish cemetery and soon constructing a large brick and stone church 
building on the southeast corner of Rusk and Sears.  A tragic fire on 
October 30, 1911 destroyed the first brick church, but the parish rebuilt 
immediately, dedicating the beautiful church that stands today on 
February 1, 1914.  
Today we celebrate the 150th year that good people in Denison Texas 
have been assembling to worship and praise God.  The St. Patrick 
community has seen a lot of changes over these years, and we know that 
we will be presented with more challenges as the years go by.   Our 
parish has grown from a handful of early settlers to almost 1000 families 
today.  We continue to offer education and fellowship opportunities that 
serve not only the members of our parish, but the Texoma area as a 
whole.  For 150 years, St. Patrick has been a proud part of Denison’s 
history and we are prepared and excited to meet the future needs of the 
parish and the Denison community for the next 150 years as well.



Opening Song



First Reading
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles                   Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41

When the captain and the court officers had brought the apostles in and made them stand 
before the Sanhedrin, the high priest questioned them, “We gave you strict orders, did we not,
to stop teaching in that name?  Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and want to 
bring this man’s blood upon us.”  But Peter and the apostles said in reply, “We must obey God 
rather than men.  The God of our ancestors raised Jesus, though you had him killed by 
hanging him on a tree.  God exalted him at his right hand as leader and savior to grant Israel 
repentance and forgiveness of sins.  We are witnesses of these things, as is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey him.”

The Sanhedrin ordered the apostles to stop speaking in the name of Jesus, and dismissed 
them.  So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they had been found worthy
to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.

Responsorial Psalm

                                         Psalms 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13

I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear and did not let my enemies rejoice over me.
O LORD, you brought me up from the netherworld; you preserved me from among those going 
down into the pit.

Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger lasts but a moment; a lifetime, his good will.
At nightfall, weeping enters in, but with the dawn, rejoicing.

Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me; O LORD, be my helper.
You changed my mourning into dancing; O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks.



Second Reading
A Reading from the Book of Revelation                          Revelation 5:11-14

I, John, looked and heard the voices of many angels who surrounded the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders.

They were countless in number, and they cried out in a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength, honor and glory and blessing.”

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
everything in the universe, cry out: “To the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor, glory and might, forever and ever.”

The four living creatures answered, “Amen, “ and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Gospel
A Reading from the Gospel of John                            John 21: 1-19

At that time, Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He revealed 
himself in this way.  Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus,  Nathanael from Cana 
in Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of his disciples.  Simon Peter said to them, “I am 
going fishing.”  They said to him, “We also will come with you.” So they went out and got into 
the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing 
on the shore; but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Children, 
have you caught anything to eat?”  They answered him, “No.”  So he said to them, “Cast the 
net over the right side of the boat and you will find something.”   So they cast it, and were not 
able to pull it in because of the number of fish.  So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 
“It is the Lord.”  When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for he 
was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea.  The other disciples came in the boat, for they were 
not far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the net with the fish.  When they 
climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread.  Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish you just caught.”  So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net 
ashore full of one hundred fifty-three large fish.  Even though there were so many, the net was 
not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come, have breakfast.”  And none of the disciples dared to ask 
him, “Who are you?” because they realized it was the Lord. Jesus came over and took the 
bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the fish.  This was now the third time Jesus was 
revealed to his disciples after being raised from the dead.



When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” Simon Peter answered him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  He then said to Simon Peter a second time, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?” Simon Peter answered him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  Jesus said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?”  Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third time, “Do you love me?” 
and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep.  Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to dress 
yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands,
and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”  He said this 
signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God.  And when he had said this, he said to 
him, “Follow me.”

Homily

Offetory Hymn



Liturgy of the Eucharist

Communion Hymn



My Tribute - To God Be the Glory

Soloist - Martha Hayes

Congregation, please stand and join on the second refrain.



Closing Hymn
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Special Thanks
First and foremost we want to thank the parishioners of St. Patrick.  Your faithfulness and 
generosity is what makes our church more than a building, but a family.  Without you none of 
the past 150 years would have been possible.

We would also like to give our sincere thanks to the 150th Celebration Planning Committee:
Father Mocio

Suzanne Broussard
Edward Diaz
Lorene Dudly
Lisa Linnebur
Marilyn Riley
Dianne Theall

We would also like to thank Suzanne Broussard, Michael and Kelly Chaffin, Lisa Linnebur, 
Philip Melton, Betty Vest, and Eleanor Via for their assistance on our 150th Celebration 
Commemorative Video.

We would also like to thank our Knights of Columbus Color Core for their service at Mass.
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